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From the President
Dear friend,

What incredible blessings we have seen this year! Every child entering one of our hospitals or clinics 
reminds us that God works miracles through CURE International — by His grace, through your support.

As more and more children come to CURE seeking treatment, faithful friends like you have stepped up to 
meet the growing need. Generous supporters helped move a number of projects forward this past year:

 ● We built a new guesthouse in Niger, increasing our capacity to treat patients needing  
  long-term care.
 ● In Zambia, a new training center will facilitate continuing education programs for our staff and  
  for medical professionals from all over the country. 
 ● We have several projects underway in Ethiopia, Kenya, and the Philippines, all of which will help  
  us serve more children.
 ● And more!

Physical healing is just a part of our story, though. Spiritual ministry is integrated into everything we do. 
This year alone, more than 11,000 people made an expression of faith as a result of the gospel being shared 
through CURE. For this, we thank God.

Yet God uses you to set it all in motion. As you review CURE’s achievements in the following pages, you 
can join us in celebrating — knowing that none of this could have happened without the prayers and 
financial support of people like you, engaging in CURE’s mission to heal the sick and proclaim the kingdom 
of God. Thank you for standing with us!

Sincerely, 

Dr. Roger Spoelman
President & CEO

5



Our Mission 
Healing the sick and proclaiming 

the kingdom of God

AS JESUS CARRIED OUT HIS EARTHLY MINISTRY, He sent His disciples to 

continue the work and to carry it even further to the towns and villages in 

Judea. “He sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the 

sick,” says Luke 9:2 NIV. 

Jesus didn’t confine Himself to preaching about God’s kingdom. He also 

demonstrated the values of God’s kingdom by restoring broken individuals 

through healing. So when He sent the disciples, He didn’t send them with 

one job; He sent them with two: Proclaim the kingdom. Heal the sick. 

As disciples of Jesus in the 21st century, we’re dedicated to pursuing this 

same mission. CURE is committed to healing and proclaiming — together, 

as one ministry. Everywhere CURE goes, we carry the good news with us, 

and we put the values of the kingdom of God into practice. The result: healing 

for the whole person — emotional, spiritual, and physical. Why? Because 

whenever God is invited in, healing happens!

EVERY BUSINESS DAY IN 2018, the CURE network witnessed an 

average of: 

 • 62 procedures performed in our hospitals

 • 66 children enrolled in clubfoot treatment

 • 19 procedures performed by surgeons trained by CURE to heal  

    children suffering from hydrocephalus and spina bifida

 • 43 people making an expression of faith in Jesus Christ

 • and 2 volunteers mobilized to serve around the world
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Doreen, healed at CURE Malawi

Meet Doreen 
a 14-year-old girl from Malawi 

“OH, THE CRIPPLE! GO THROW HER INTO THE BUSH!”

That’s what Doreen heard when she ventured into the village. Her bowed 

legs made walking difficult and painful, so much so that she sometimes 

missed school. Then there was the emotional pain she endured from people 

staring at her, talking about her, ridiculing her.

Fortunately, her loving family found out about CURE Malawi and brought 

her to our hospital for treatment.

What happened next? Find out now at cure.org/doreen
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How we do it:

Hospitals 
PEOPLE CALL THEM HOSPITALS — CURE operates them in nine countries 

— but they could just as easily be called embassies for God’s kingdom. 

We focus on pediatric orthopedic surgery and pediatric neurosurgery. Here, 

your support of CURE connects with children who otherwise would have no 

access to care. We offer them treatment in a setting where they are accepted 

and loved. In fact, at CURE, many encounter a welcoming embrace for the 

very first time in their lives.

CURE hospitals are also places of learning. Surgical residents get hands-on 

training. Nurses, technicians, and other medical professionals stay on top 

of the latest standards in care. And local pastors learn how to transform a 

culture that dismisses those with disabilities.

These embassies for God’s kingdom are also launching pads for outreach 

missions: From our hospitals, we send teams out to remote locations to build 

community partnerships, identify new patients for surgery, follow-up with 

existing patients, and share the gospel with those we meet.

MORE THAN 196,000 

PROCEDURES PERFORMED 

SINCE 1998.

90% OF THE POOREST 

THIRD OF HUMANITY LACK 

ACCESS TO BASIC SURGICAL 

CARE. WE’RE OUT TO 

CHANGE THAT.

—

CURE HOSPITALS 2018

287,370 PATIENT VISITS 

16,240 PROCEDURES 

MORE THAN 79,000 PEOPLE REACHED 

WITH THE GOSPEL

230 MOBILE CLINICS CARRIED OUT TO 

CLOSE THE GAP IN ACCESSING CARE 

FOR OUR PATIENTS 

588 VOLUNTEERS MOBILIZED
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Meet Janet 
CURE Malawi’s first physiotherapist 

WITH 15 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE at CURE Malawi, Janet has seen 

firsthand the importance of training.

“When you look at CURE, we work more as a team than other hospitals. 

We talk to the doctors and to the Spiritual Team; everyone takes a 

part. I’ve worked with different people from different professions, 

and all of them have had an impact on my life because I was able to 

learn from them. Coming here has challenged me. It has helped me 

to say, ‘I can’t stay on this level; I need to learn more.’ That’s what’s 

kept me going back to school. It has helped me to grow academically. 

It inspired me to look ahead.”

Discover more of Janet’s story at cure.org/janet
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Updated June 2018

HOSPITAL

CURE HYDROCEPHALUS & SPINA BIFIDA

CURE CLUBFOOT

NIGER

MALI

BURKINA FASO

GHANA

TOGO

DRC

ANGOLA

ZAMBIA

BENIN

NIGERIA

UGANDA

INDIA

BANGLADESH

ETHIOPIA

KENYA

RWANDA

BURUNDI

TANZANIA

MALAWI

MOZAMBIQUE

UAE

VIETNAM

PHILIPPINES

HONDURAS

HAITI

Where we work 
Our nine hospitals and 411 partner 

treatment locations gave us the opportunity 
to serve in 27 countries in 2018.
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469 admissions  
UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

WE ADMITTED 469 TINY PATIENTS TO THE 
NICU (NEONATAL INTENSIVE CARE UNIT) 
AT OASIS HOSPITAL IN 2018. THE NICU 

PROVIDES CARE FOR NEWBORNS WHO NEED 
SPECIALIZED TREATMENT BECAUSE THEY 

WERE BORN PREMATURELY OR EXPERIENCED 
COMPLICATIONS DURING BIRTH.

Where we work cont...

364 learners  
ETHIOPIA

THROUGHOUT 2018, THE HOSPITAL HOSTED 
364 MEDICAL STUDENTS, FELLOWS, AND 

RESIDENTS, TRAINING THE NEXT GENERATION 
OF ETHIOPIAN DOCTORS.

10 years  
BANGLADESH

THIS YEAR, CURE HYDROCEPHALUS 
AND SPINA BIFIDA CELEBRATED 10 
YEARS OF HEALING IN BANGLADESH!

4 exam rooms  
KENYA

THE NEW OUTPATIENT DEPARTMENT IN KENYA 
HAS LARGER, BETTER-EQUIPPED EXAM ROOMS 
THAT HELP US SEE MORE PATIENTS.

2 guest houses  
NIGER

A SECOND GUEST HOUSE WAS COMPLETED AT OUR 
NIAMEY HOSPITAL, ALLOWING US TO HOST MORE 
PATIENTS WHO NEED LONG-TERM TREATMENT.

407 trainees  
ZAMBIA

THANKS IN PART TO A NEWLY 
DEDICATED SPACE FOR TRAINING 
AT THE HOSPITAL, 407 PEOPLE 
PARTICIPATED IN 17 DIFFERENT 
TRAINING EVENTS.

6 suction machines 
MALAWI

DONATED BY TOYOTA OF MALAWI, THIS 
ESSENTIAL EQUIPMENT HELPS TO CLEAR 
OUT WOUNDS DURING OPERATIONS.

3 f loors  
THE PHILIPPINES

THE TEBOW CURE HOSPITAL BEGAN 
WORK ON THE UNFINISHED 3RD 

FLOOR, WHICH WILL INCREASE OUR 
CAPACITY FOR PATIENT CARE.
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1,323 procedures 
UGANDA

THE 1,323 SURGICAL PROCEDURES 
PERFORMED IN 2018 SET A NEW 

RECORD FOR THE HOSPITAL.

13 clinics  
GHANA

CURE CLUBFOOT CLINICS IN HOSPITALS 
THROUGHOUT GHANA PROVIDE TREATMENT 
FOR CLUBFOOT, ONE OF THE MOST COMMON 
MUSCULOSKELETAL BIRTH DEFECTS.



How we do it:
CURE Hydrocephalus & Spina Bifida 

CHILDREN WITH HYDROCEPHALUS are at great risk. Left untreated, many will not live 

to see their second birthday. Though hydrocephalus has a variety of causes, the condition 

often accompanies spina bifida, a birth defect that also presents great risk. Sadly, there are 

too few, if any, neurosurgeons in many countries that have the highest prevalence of these 

devastating conditions. Access to care isn’t the only problem. The international medical 

community’s primary choice for treatment uses dated technology that has a high rate of 

failure, a problem only made worse by the lack of access to neurosurgical care in the 

developing world.

Our CURE Hydrocephalus & Spina Bifida (CHSB) program tackles this problem head on. 

Neurosurgeons from around the world are trained at CURE Uganda in the most advanced 

procedures to treat these conditions, including the innovative ETV/CPC procedure, which 

was pioneered by our surgeons. When successful, ETV/CPC significantly reduces both the 

rate and severity of failure.

Along with training surgeons, we help establish partner treatment locations (PTLs) at their 

hospitals. These PTLs offer counseling services for patients and their families, long-term 

follow-up, and clinical support.

—

CHSB 2018

3,589 PROCEDURES AT PARTNER TREATMENT LOCATIONS 

2 SURGEONS TRAINED IN THE COMPREHENSIVE TREATMENT OF 

HYDROCEPHALUS & SPINA BIFIDA 

16 PARTNER TREATMENT LOCATIONS IN 12 COUNTRIES

SINCE 2011, SURGEONS TRAINED BY CURE  HAVE PERFORMED 

MORE THAN 12,000 PROCEDURES TO TREAT HYDROCEPHALUS 

AND SPINA BIFIDA.

NEUROSURGEONS IN THE US:  1 FOR EVERY 88,000 PEOPLE

NEUROSURGEONS IN EAST AFRICA:  1 FOR EVERY 

10,000,000 PEOPLE
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Hope for Indonesia 
A new trainee for CHSB expands access to 
ETV/CPC in the islands of southeast Asia 

“IN MY HOMETOWN, neurosurgery doesn’t happen often,” says Dr. Mousa of 

the Indonesian city he and 7 million other people call home.

Encouraged by his parents to pursue medicine, Dr. Mousa chose to become a 

neurosurgeon. He was not content with his skill set, though, and sought ways 

to develop his expertise in pediatric neurosurgery. A chance web search 

introduced him to CHSB, and he applied for the neurosurgical fellowship  

at CURE Uganda.

“I want to be better,” Dr. Mousa insists. “I want to do better treatment for my 

community. Doing ETV means a much better prognosis for the children  

in my country.”

Read more of his inspiring story at cure.org/mousa
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN YOU
DONATE $1 TO CURE?

Stewardship of Resources PRACTICING FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY and accountability are critical aspects of CURE’s stewardship 

model. An independent CPA firm audits us annually, and we are in good standing with several 

organizations that review charities, including GuideStar, Charity Navigator, and the ECFA. 

Find more resources and state fundraising disclosure statements at cure.org/finance.

1. In 2018, CURE paired every 

donated US dollar with 33¢ from 

international partners, local 

governments, and in-country 

donations and revenues.

3. Of the remaining funds, we spent 

12.4% (14¢) on administration — 

things that provided necessary support 

to our hospitals, like recruiting and 

strategic planning. This helped us 

remain transparent and accountable, 

through timely reporting and  

good governance.

2. Of that $1.33, we spent 82.6% 

($1.12) on program costs — all the 

costs that directly provided care for 

the children and families in CURE 

hospitals and specialty programs. That 

is everything from medical equipment 

and essential supplies to salaries for 

more than 2,000 staff.

4. We spent the final 4.9% (7¢) on 

fundraising — telling more people about 

CURE and encouraging them to join us in 

this incredible calling to heal the sick and 

proclaim the kingdom of God.

The numbers and statistics cited throughout this report reflect CURE’s 

Fiscal Year 2018, which ran from July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018.

THE BOTTOM LINE:  YOUR INVESTMENT IN CURE, COMBINED WITH 

FUNDING FROM AROUND THE WORLD, IS CHANGING LIVES EVERY DAY,  

FOR TODAY AND FOR ETERNITY.
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Operating Expenses 
( IN THOUSANDS)

Operating Revenue
( IN THOUSANDS)

Operating Expenses 2018

Program Services $66,958

Administration & Management 10,015

Fundraising 3,992

Total Operating Expenses $80,965

Operating Revenue 2018

Contributions $23,435

Gift-in-kind 1,655

Other Income 42,250

Total Operating Revenue $67,340

$70,000

$60,000

$50,000

$40,000

$30,000

$20,000

$10,000
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How we do it:
CURE Clubfoot 

CLUBFOOT IS ONE OF THE MOST COMMON BIRTH DEFECTS in the world. Our hospitals regularly see 

children born with clubfoot who have never received treatment. By the time they’re brought to a CURE 

hospital, the best solution is usually surgery — effective, but painful and costly. They could have avoided 

surgery by going through an inexpensive casting and bracing process soon after birth, giving them straight 

feet by the time they were ready to walk!

Correcting clubfoot early is the idea behind CURE Clubfoot, a program we launched in 2006. In the past 12 

years, CURE Clubfoot has grown to be one of the largest providers of clubfoot treatment programs worldwide. 

In 2018, we operated the program in 17 countries, working toward an ambitious goal: eradicating clubfoot 

as a lifetime disability by correcting the condition early. We also provide important follow-up care, ensuring 

that clubfoot does not become a permanent disability or require complex surgery in the future. 

OF THE 200,000 
children BORN WITH 

CLUBFOOT EVERY YEAR, 

4 OUT OF 5 — a total 
of 160,000 — ARE 

ON TRACK TO REMAIN 

PERMANENTLY DISABLED , 

DESPITE THE EXISTENCE OF 

INEXPENSIVE TREATMENT 

THAT CAN CORRECT THE 

CONDITION FOR LIFE .  WE’RE 

WORKING HARD TO CHANGE 

THIS SAD STATISTIC.

SINCE 2006, MORE THAN 

119,000 CHILDREN HAVE 

BEEN TREATED AT OUR 

PARTNER CLUBFOOT CLINICS

—

CURE CLUBFOOT 2018

17,363 CHILDREN NEWLY ENROLLED 

 IN TREATMENT

215,265 CLINIC VISITS BY  

ENROLLED CHILDREN

14,840 CHILDREN ACHIEVED CORRECTION 

AND RECEIVED THEIR FIRST BRACE
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Introducing  
Hope Walks 
Advancing the fight to eliminate clubfoot  
as a lifelong disability 

HOPE WALKS! That’s the new name for CURE Clubfoot. The program will 

become its own independent non-profit organization in 2019. The current 

leadership, partnerships, and worldwide co-workers within the clubfoot 

program will remain in place, continuing their leading role in the global 

clubfoot effort. 

Recognizing the urgent need for infant clubfoot treatment, CURE International 

is enthusiastically supportive of the mission behind Hope Walks: Motivated 

by our hope in Christ, Hope Walks frees children, families, and communities 

from the burden of clubfoot. 

Learn more at hopewalks.org
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How we do it:
Integral Ministry 

WHEREVER CURE GOES, the kingdom of God is proclaimed. That’s part 

of our mission, and we hold fast to it. For us, ministry means more than 

simply having a chaplain somewhere on the premises. Ministry is what 

each and every CURE co-worker does. Our core values are kingdom 

values. Our approach to patient and family care is centered on seeing 

people through God’s eyes, with the dignity inherent in dearly loved 

creations of the heavenly King. 

By integrating ministry into every aspect of what we do, we have been 

blessed to bear witness to God bringing healing — physical and spiritual 

— to people around the world. The broken are restored, the lost are found, 

and through it all, we give thanks to God.

SINCE 1998, OUR SPIRITUAL MINISTRY 

TEAMS ACROSS ALL PROGRAMS AND 

LOCATIONS HAVE WITNESSED MORE THAN 

184,000 EXPRESSIONS OF FAITH IN 

JESUS CHRIST.

—

SPIRITUAL MINISTRY 2018

MORE THAN 86,000 PEOPLE REACHED WITH THE GOSPEL

MORE THAN 11,000 FAITH EXPRESSIONS
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“What I know is 
Jesus is here.” 

One mother’s journey to faith and healing 

Winnie came to CURE Uganda with her daughter (also named Winnie) and 

without much else. Estranged from her family and abandoned by the child’s 

father, Winnie’s heart needed healing just as much as her daughter 

needed medical care.

At CURE, Winnie found love and acceptance. She also learned something: “I 

never knew that I could have a personal relationship with God,” she says, “but 

now I believe.” With her newfound faith and discipleship from CURE’s spiritual 

ministry team, Winnie also learned to forgive others; in this way, she found 

restoration in her relationship with her parents.  

Baby Winnie found healing, too!

See more of their incredible story at cure.org/winnie.
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You can answer the call. 
Jesus’ directive to proclaim the kingdom and heal the sick is for you.

Will you step out in faith and join Him?

We welcome the opportunity to partner with you to help transform lives. Your gifts of 
time, talent, and treasure can make a difference for children with correctable disabilities 
and for the kingdom of God.

 ● Pray with us for children and families who need healing: visit cure.org/pray
 ● Volunteer or serve with us at a CURE hospital: visit cure.org/go
 ● Give today. The cost to complete the funding for a child’s surgery is just $1,000:  
  visit cure.org/donate
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