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along with a link to follow the outcome of the child you supported.
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Germayori was born in the Dominican Republic with her 

left leg bowed. I was shooting pictures in the hospital 

last year when she was in for treatment. It was moving 

to see her father, this tough Dominican guy, breaking 

down in the ward, unsure how his daughter was doing 

in surgery. What follows is the story he shared with me 

when I caught up with him this year.

When Germayori was first born, we didn’t know what 

to do about her leg. As she grew older, people started 

making fun of her, and it hurt me very deep inside to 

see her treated like that. I said to my wife, “We need 

to get help for Germayori.” I started praying for God’s 

direction for help. A friend referred us to a doctor, and 

he told us about CURE Dominicana. 

When I got to CURE, Elba, the Spiritual Director, did 

so much to make me feel welcome and to take care of 

us. The doctors at CURE said they could fix Germayori’s 

leg, but I was so scared about my little girl going for 

an operation. I love her so much. When she was in 

surgery, I started crying. People prayed with me, but 

I continued to cry. Then I saw Germayori with her leg 

straightened, and I my feelings changed completely. I 

was so happy!

Let me tell you, I can see God working in CURE. There’s 

a sanctification there that I don’t see anyplace else, 

10 Years in the Dominican Republic
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Healing for a Father’s Heart
by Bryce Alan Flurie

by Dale Brantner, President & CEO

*Please make checks payable to CURE 
International. Gifts are deductible to 
the full extent of federal and state tax 
laws. Official receipts will be sent for 
your records.

Donate online at 
cure.org

Be a part of
the Gift of Healing

Finding Peace: One Volunteer’s Story By Lee Lawrence

We always hope that our volunteers will have a flawless 

experience abroad, but sometimes that’s just not possible. 

Janet, herself the mother of a child with hydrocephalus, 

traveled to Uganda in the summer of 2013 to serve alongside 

the spiritual ministry team and teach the mothers of CUREkids 

with hydrocephalus how to fashion purses. 

Measure, cut, stitch, and smile.  Sounds simple doesn’t it? 

Maybe even blissfully so, but volunteering in Uganda was not 

so simple for Janet. Fortunately, the Lord showed up in the 

midst of her chaos to bring His peace. Despite the struggles 

that Janet faced, she faithfully partnered with the Lord to 

love and cherish our patients and families, and the result was 

more beautiful than she had imagined. 

Are you willing to partner with the Lord in service? Janet 

stepped out in faith and anticipation that the Lord would 

take her plan to greater heights. Maybe volunteering is the 

way that you step into the unknown and allow the Lord to 

fill in the gaps. To learn more about volunteering with CURE, 

check out cure.org/go.

From used cars to old mobile phones, nearly anything can be donated to CURE, 

bringing life-changing surgery to disabled children in the developing world. 

Laptops, tablets, mp3 players, boats, RVs, motorcycles, real estate, business 

inventory, trucks, most heavy equipment, and even planes -- any and all of 

this can be donated. To make your non-cash donation, visit cure.org/idonate.

Birthdays and anniversaries are 
wonderful times to pause and 
reflect on the gifts the Lord has 
provided each of us. Once again, 
my colleagues and I at CURE find 
ourselves at a point of celebration 
with the 10th anniversary of 
our hospital in the Dominican 
Republic this year.

Looking back over the last 
decade, I’m struck by the impact that the CURE Dominicana 
hospital has made throughout the island nations of both 
the Dominican Republic and Haiti. Those of you that have 
either visited the island extensively or studied its history 
understand what I’m talking about when I mention the 
simultaneous beauty and tension that exists on the island of 
Hispaniola, with a blend of African, European, and indigenous 
cultures developed over several centuries. It’s with that lens 
that I cheerfully recall one of the most impactful stories I’ve 
ever encountered throughout CURE’s network. 

A little over two years ago, I was visiting the homes of 
some of the children and families that had received care 
at our hospital in Santo Domingo with some friends of 
CURE. As the visit concluded with one Dominican mother 
whose son had received treatment for clubfoot, she asked 
if the hospital had the ability to help other children in her 
community. We quickly told her that was absolutely the 
case. With the significant tensions between Dominicans 

and Haitians, we were surprised as we began a short 
ride through the rundown local village to the home of 
a Haitian mother with a child that had similarly twisted 
limbs. After sharing about CURE with the second family, 
we assured them that the surgical care we offered could 
be provided regardless of the family’s financial situation. 
While the mothers and sisters of the child wept with joy 
that this option was available to them, they confided in us 
that they could not even afford the money to travel the 
one-hour drive to our hospital. No sooner had they shared 
that concern than the Dominican mom who brought us 
stepped forward and declared that she would pay for 
the family’s transportation, as she was so grateful to God 
for the life-changing surgery her own child experienced. 
There in that room, two mothers transcended their own 
respective cultures to provide one of the most tangible 
demonstrations of the Kingdom in action I have ever been 
blessed to witness.   

As we enter the Christmas season and contemplate the 
giving and receiving of gifts, I’d encourage you to pause 
and think about how you came to connect with CURE and 
the impact it has had on your life. I can say with absolute 
certainty that your support, no matter what form it has 
taken, has made a lasting impact on the children and 
families in our care around the world.

To you and yours, have a very merry Christmas and a happy 
New Year!

Used Cars, Phones, and Electronics = Healing for a Child and you can see it in the devotionals, the people praying, and the people speaking about God. I’ve learned more 

about my little daughter, too. I’ve been treating her better; I’m more careful and more protective. God has been 

using CURE to change me in so many ways. 

There was a time when the kids around my neighborhood called her “crooked leg” and things like that, but 

today we have a new life. Now in my heart, everything is so well because I’m happy seeing her do all that she 

wasn’t able to do before. I really believe that God used CURE to answer my prayer.



The girl

CUREkids Wishlist

I don’t usually lose control of my emotions 

to the point of shedding tears, but I did 

the day I met Birtukan Kassew. Her mother 

had brought her to the CURE hospital in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. Birtukan had lived 

with clubfoot for over a decade. When 

she was little, her mother had tried to get 

help from the local hospital, but she was 

told they could not do anything about her 

deformity. 

Without anywhere else to turn, she had 

accepted this situation as God-given. 

What followed was a life that could best 

be described as horrific for Birtukan and 

her family, primarily due to the stigma 

associated with disability in African 

communities. Family members are often 

ashamed of having a disabled child. 

Parents carry the burden of guilt because 

they have to accept that it is their fault. 

Children suffer the most because they are 

kept away from the public and deprived of 

their childhood. In the case of Birtukan, she 

was kept in the family’s back yard, out of 

sight. Eventually, her mother enrolled her 

in school, but even there she faced ridicule 

and scorn. Birtukan had given up hope.

When I met Birtukan, it was clear that she 

was still learning to live with her disability 

and was not sure what difference coming 

to the CURE hospital would make. Her 

mother must have explained how this all 

started and how she had tried to get this 

sorted out but had failed. You could tell 

from her eyes that she was not even sure 

if this sort of miracle could ever happen 

– correcting her twisted foot so that she 

could walk normally. 

It did not take long for our doctor to 

diagnose her condition and to deliver the 

news that yes, her foot could be corrected. 

When asked what she wished for her 

future now that she knew she could be 

healed, without doubt she said, “to be like 

other children.” That simple reply is what 

moved me to tears, because that is exactly 

what God gave her that day. For Birtukan, 

healing changed everything.

The Girl God Healed
by Victor Nakah, SVP of Spiritual Ministry

Birtukan having her cast removed

Derese - Treated for severly bowed legs

“ I want to finish high school 
   and go to university. ”
- Humphrey, treated for a leg deformity

“ I want to beat my brother 
   in a race. ”
- Beauty, treated for clubfoot

“ I hope to get into high school, get good marks, and 
pursue a career in medicine. ”
- Zaituna, treated for a leg fracture

“ I want to finish school 
   and be a nurse. ”
- Naomi, treated for osteomyelitis

“I just hope we can continue with life as normal. I hope 
he can walk and play as normal children should. I don’t 
care how long it takes for him to walk, but I know he 
can do it. I have faith it will happen.”
 - Beth, mother of Raphael, treated for amniotic band syndrome

This Christmas, you can make a difference for a child like 
Derese. For as little as $14/month for 12 months or a one-
time gift of $168, you can give the Gift of Healing. When 
you do, we’ll send you an email to introduce you to the 
child you helped, including a link to their CUREkids profile 
where you can see photos and updates on their journey 
to healing. When you give the Gift of Healing, we’d like 

to give you something in return: an item from our... 

 CURE Christmas Gifts Collection

To give the Gift of Healing, visit cure.org.

Available in 
both unisex 
and women’s 

styles.

These items are available exclusively to those who participate in the Gift of Healing campaign this Christmas and are our 

way of saying “thank you” for partnering with CURE in healing a child like Derese. After receipt of your donation, we’ll send 

you an email with a gift code to the CURE Store that you can redeem for one item from the CURE Christmas Gifts Collection.


