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F

irst, I want to offer
a
heartfelt
“Merry
Christmas!” to you from the
entire CURE family. 2015
has been another amazing
year—amazing not because of
any one thing, but because we’ve
seen God continue to do exceedingly
more than we could ask or imagine in our organization
and, most importantly, in the lives of the children and
families we serve. Thank you! It’s your faithful support of
this mission that makes this possible.
This year marked two major events in CURE’s history.
Earlier this year, we celebrated the grand opening of
the Tebow CURE Hospital in Davao City, Philippines.
Week after week, we’re seeing the fruit of that hospital on
cure.org as child after child comes to our hospital to find
healing and has the opportunity to experience the love
and compassion of Jesus.
This November, I was privileged to represent CURE at
the opening of our new Oasis Hospital in the United
Arab Emirates, which focuses on maternal and child
health and has been the birthplace of leaders for the
nation, as we hosted several members of the royal family

under whose favor and support CURE is welcomed. The
hospital, located in Al Ain, is the finest mission health
care facility ever constructed in the United Arab Emirates
and is a platform for the largest Christian ministry team
in the Arabian peninsula. CURE is honored to steward
the Oasis Hospital and serve all who come through its
doors with the love and kindness of Jesus.

They prayed for healing,
for a miracle for little Mary.

As we enter the season of remembering the birth of the
Great Healer—God’s miraculous gift to our world—I
want to boldly ask you to continue your support this
Christmas of this 21st century expression of Jesus’ 1st
century healing ministry.
It may be that you’ve not engaged with CURE in a few
years. It may be that you’re a part of our monthly support
program, seeing the story of a different child healed
through your contributions every month as a CURE
Hero. Wherever you are, I’d invite you to participate in
our 2015 Gift of Healing campaign. Our board member,
Chris Tomlin, has generously offered to give his newest
Christmas album, Adore, to those who join this campaign
to heal through CURE this season. We’d love to have you
participate. Go to cure.org/healing to learn more.
Thank you again for being a part of this movement to heal
children and families around the world.
Have a very merry Christmas,

Oasis Hospital

Tebow CURE Hospital

FACING THE UNKNOWN
by Ben Martin

A

Their miracle came when a former CURE Uganda
employee saw them at the health center and advised Mary’s
parents to take her to the CURE hospital right away.
At CURE, Aida learned that Mary had hydrocephalus
and that it was treatable. Mary received the surgery she
needed, the spiritual team prayed with and encouraged
Aida, and she held on to hope that her daughter would be
Like she had done with her other children, Aida watched restored to health.
her baby grow, with new changes coming every few
days—new sounds, new facial expressions, all the little That was three years ago. In the time since, Aida lost her
things that delight a mom and dad and let them know husband in a traffic accident, and life has been difficult for
that everything is developing as it should.
their family. When you bring up Mary, though, a smile
lights up Aida’s face. Mary is her little miracle. She has
Then the convulsions and uncontrollable crying started. continued to reach developmental milestones, just like
a little girl should. She loves to imitate her mom as she
Mary was only one month old. She was otherwise healthy. helps with chores. Mary’s miraculous life fills Aida with
The health center treated her for seizures, and Aida expected gratitude for CURE Uganda, and her faith gives her the
life to return to normal, but it didn’t. Over the coming weeks, strength to bring encouragement to other mothers who
Mary’s head began to swell. Aida and her husband were at a are exactly where she was just a few years ago, facing the
loss to explain what was happening. They sought the help of unknown of a child with hydrocephalus.
their church and prayed for a miracle for little Mary.
ida had given birth before, many times in fact. This
child would be her seventh. She knew the routine.
She knew what to expect. When the time came, she went
to the community health center and delivered a baby girl,
without complications. Aida and her husband welcomed
Mary into their family.
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Tell us about Adore, your new Christmas album!
We know it’s your first one in six years, and it’s very
joyful, moving, and worshipful. When you set out to
do this album, what were you thinking you wanted to
accomplish?

No doubt. Having two beautiful girls of my own, I know
the indescribable love you have for your children. To have
one of them with a great need, you would do anything
you possibly could to get them help. CURE is able to
meet these needs for the most vulnerable.

You’ve made space for a number of other people on the
album. It actually gives it a community feel. How did
that happen? Was that a goal, or just something that
happened song by song?

Like my first Christmas album, Glory in the Highest, I
wanted this record to capture the church singing these
an interview by Brant Hansen,
songs in worship. Ocean Way is a legendary studio in
Nashville that was once a church, so it was so beautiful
Storyteller & Radio Guy
to fill what is now a studio room with hundreds of voices
Brant: You could work with a thousand organizations. singing praise to God. Above all, that’s what I wanted
What draws you to CURE?
this record to sound like—to capture the people, voices
Chris: I love that the mission is as simple and as powerful singing these songs written around the birth of Jesus.
as the one Jesus sent us all on—to heal the sick and
proclaim the good news. I am drawn to CURE because There is a lyric in the chorus of “Noel” that says, “come
they not only meet physical needs of healing, but spiritual and see what God has done.” That would be what I would
hope people walk away with, that eyes are opened once
needs as well.
again to the greatest event in all of history—the Creator
Do you think being a dad has played a role in developing of all became created. Jesus took on flesh and was born in
a lowly manger to make a way for us to know God.
your heart for the children CURE serves?
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It was definitely intentional, but it did kind of happen song
How much more do you look forward to Christmas by song as well. I’m always looking for the right thing or
voice for each song. It’s pretty special to truly watch how
now that you have two little kids?
The wonder and joy of Christmas is lived all over again God’s Spirit leads and puts these collaborations together.
as a dad. Christmas is such a beautiful season of family,
and now having two little girls of my own, it’s such a
sweet time. Not just having a tree, stockings, and sharing
gifts… it’s such a sweet time to share the story our Savior
born as a baby.

What matters is how we have loved each
other and encouraged each other and
shared Christ’s love.
Often times I get an email from a CUREkids
Coordinator thanking me. It’s not the “thanks”
that keeps me going, it’s the special notes from
the CUREkids Coordinators that tell me how
much the child needed the encouragement or
how it really helped encourage the mom or
dad. That kept me going initially because it
convinced me that these children really were
receiving these notes, and it just made it so
much more personal.

WIFE, MOTHER,
FARMER, CUREkids
ENCOURAGER
EXTRAORDINAIRE

Now I continue because I love it. I enjoy
writing to the kids. Sometimes, with my job at
the farm, it’s hard to write as often as I would
like, and I truly start to miss it. I am thankful
for the times I stop and pull away from the
everyday busyness of work, because that’s not
what matters in the big picture. What matters is
how we have loved each other and encouraged
each other and shared Christ’s love.
Not only is Karen our premiere sender of get well messages,
she’s also one of our primary get well evangelists, inviting
others to join her:

by Beka Watts

I
The Paulus Family

n several of our hospitals, we report real-time updates
on the kids in our care through the CUREkids section
of our website. If you’ve visited cure.org or become a
monthly donor, it is very likely that you’ve already seen
CUREkids in action. What you may not know is that you
can also use CUREkids to send a get well message to the
very same kids, providing a means for you to encourage
them and make a tangible difference in their healing.
Karen Paulus, a long-time supporter of CURE, sent her
first CUREkids get well message in 2012, and in the
years since, she has become our most prolific encourager,
sending hundreds of messages to kids in CURE hospitals.
Recently, we asked Karen to talk about her passion for
sending get well messages:

I try to tell people all the time… Write! Do it!
It’s the best thing ever! When you start this
process, you will be blessed. All children want
to be loved and feel accepted, and many of the
CUREkids have felt unloved or not accepted
by their peers due to their medical problems.
They’re very excited about the opportunity
to be at CURE and be healed, but at the same
time they’re just as scared as any child would
be in a hospital. They feel just as much pain
as any of us would after having surgery. They
need a note of encouragement and prayer.
Don’t take her word for it; try it for yourself. Brighten a
child’s day (and your own!) at cure.org/getwell.

NEW FACES
IN NEW PLACES
Ethiopia

Welcome to the new members of the CURE family
and congratulations to those who have taken on
new roles within CURE.

United Arab Emirates
Brenda McLaughlin

James Layton

Chief Medical Officer, Oasis Hospital
previously OB/GYN, Oasis Hospital
Hometown: Houston, Texas, USA

Pediatric Anesthesiologist
Hometown: Pleasant Hill, Tennessee, USA

Dominican Republic

Uganda

Andi Barnes

Fred Wangwa

Nurse Practitioner
Hometown: Pensacola, Florida, USA

TURNING STOCK INTO
SURGICAL TOOLS

Charles Barnes

by Wayne Lilly,
Director of Development & Sustainability

Spiritual Director
Hometown: Santo Domingo, DR

Physician’s Assistant
Hometown: Pensacola, Florida, USA

Maarten Caspari

Executive Director
Hometown: Tauranga, New Zealand

Rebecca Udermann

Nurse Trainer
Hometown: Rosemount, Minnesota, USA

Mariel León Pimentel

O

I am incredibly grateful for this family’s generosity, and
I know the children and families their gift will impact
are grateful too. If you would like to learn more about
donating stock or giving to meet specific equipment
needs throughout the CURE network, please feel free to
get in touch with your personal contact at CURE or reach
out to Tori Spade at tori@cure.org or 717.724.4036.

Zambia

Edwin Montes

ne of my favorite parts of working at CURE is
helping families come alongside us in our mission
in a way that fits their passion. Recently, some longtime
friends of CURE felt led to explore a significant gift, and
it was their desire that this donation would be used to
meet an equipment need in its entirety.
I was thrilled to share some of the needs we had around
our network of hospitals. The family considered a
variety of options, ultimately deciding to provide not
just one, but two endoscopes through a gift of stock.
Endoscopes are an essential piece of equipment for
performing neurosurgery and are used at our hospitals in
Uganda and Zambia in the treatment of hydrocephalus.
Each endoscope has a lifecycle of approximately 100
surgeries, so with their gift, this family has given CURE
the opportunity to perform 200 life-saving surgeries,
making healing a reality for hundreds of children in
Sub-Saharan Africa.

Spiritual Director
Hometown: Mbale, Uganda

Executive Director
Hometown: Santo Domingo, DR

Network-wide

Kenya

Greg Bellig

Chief Medical Officer
Hometown: San Leandro, California, USA

Earnest Kioko

Spiritual Director
Hometown: Machakos, Kenya

Christine Kithome

Anchoress (Africa)
previously Spiritual Director, CURE Kenya
Hometown: Kijabe, Kenya

Malawi
Jon Edwards

Facilities Manager & Biomedical Engineer
Hometown: Sydney, New South Wales, Australia

Matt Stowell

Director of Development & Sustainability
Hometown: Wheaton, Illinois, USA

Kyle James

Brian Van Hall

Orthopedic Surgeon
Hometown: Hastings, East Sussex, UK

200 LIFE-SAVING
SURGERIES

VP of Operations
previously Executive Director, CURE Niger
Hometown: West Michigan, USA

Niger
Josh Korn

Executive Director
previously Spiritual Director, CURE Niger
Hometown: Jerusalem, Israel

Diane Nahimana

Anesthesiologist
Hometown: Bujumbura, Burundi

Help Wanted!
CURE is now accepting applications for
the following positions:
•

Medical Director, CURE Philippines

•

Pediatric Orthopedic Surgeon, CURE Niger

Find more details and apply at cure.org/jobs.
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